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statement that we have a plot to buy up Muslim votes at the plebis-
.cite. I cannot find words to describe the falsehood of this charge. The
^Muslim League is quite able to take care of its Muslim voters in a
'matter in which they are so keenly interested.
Some critics find fault with Gandhiji for having given his approval
without consulting the Working Committee of the Congress. It should
be remembered that Gandhiji has given his personal approval and not
on behalf of the Congress, however great may be the moral weight
of that approval. The scheme put forward may not be in accordance
" with the communal position taken up by the Mahasabha, but it is per-
fectly consistent with the Congress position as it has been repeatedly
set out.
C. R. FORMULA NOT LAPSED
In an interview at Madras on July 19 on the breaking off of his
^personal negotiations with Mr Jinnah, Mr C. Rajagopalachari said:
"My personal negotiations have come to an end giving place to
public discussion. A Congress-League settlement is still possible and
if public opinion brings sufficient pressure to bear on the League and
if. there is a desire for ending the Hindu-Muslim deadlock and for
emancipating the people of India from a status of subjection, a settle-
ment is not only possible but even probable."
To a question: "Will not your offer be exploited to the dis-
advantage of the Hindu community without a settlement being made? "
Rajaji said: "This question arises out of the fact that the nature
of the problem has not been clearly understood. The offer we have
made is not for any change in the administrative arrangements under
British rule. Had this been the case, Mr Jinnah coiild, with the assist-
. since of the British Government, exploit our offer. What the League
Jihad asked for is independent sovereign status for a certain tract of the
country wherein the Muslims are in a majority in contiguous areas. It
is this we have offered to the Muslim League. If it does not ripen
into a settlement, we shall remain where we are. If British control
continues and our status is one of subjection, there is no question of
partition. United we shall stand in subjection. All divisions can then
only be provincial divisions. Our proposals cannot be exploited for any
purpose detrimental to the interest of the country. You put this ques-
tion because, in the past, offers in respect of questions like separate
electorates, separation of provinces and the like were exploited. There
was then no question of freedom from British control and this kind of
exploitation was possible."
" Do you mean to say that if there is no settlement as to the consti-
tutional question antf no Hindu-Muslim agreement, the readjustment